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OREGON SOCIETY OF ENROLLED AGENTS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES 

Monday May 22, 2017 

 
11:00 am to 3:30 pm 

 
1. Call to order Kirk Donavin called the meeting to order 

2. Welcome Board Members, Committee Chairs and Guests 

3. OrSEA Mission  Statement – Jeffrey  Linders read the OrSEA Mission statement 

4. Roll Call; Proxies for absent  Board Members – Jeffrey Linders performed roll call by 

passing a sign in sheet, a proxy was received for Cletus Fernandez. 

5. Agenda; Revisions and time frames – Kirkwood Donavin asked for revisions, Dan noted 

his guest speaker would be coming in at 1pm. 

6. Review/Approve January 2017 Meeting Minutes(Posted on web site) – Jeffrey Linders  

presented the minutes for the January meeting,  Michael Davidson moved to accept the 

minutes as presented, Maddy Gaoiran seconded, the minutes passed without dissent. 

7. Vice President’s Report – Daniel Stearns noted that the law suit was ruled in our favor 

and that the Board opted to appeal to the Oregon Supreme Court. This would not 

necessarily close the case if the Supreme Court ruled in the Boards favor it would merely 

send it back to the lower court. We are asking for court fees to be covered. If we receive 

a “court fee” ruling we will reimburse NAEA a portion of that. Dan also touched on the 

“Oregon Taxpayer Bill of Rights” discussed contacting legislators with regard to the EA 

roll regarding representation as tax professionals. June 6 8:30 in Salem will be the 

legislative “fly in”. Kirk commented about the value of Ted (or lobbyist) and how he 

relates to the legislators and the value to EA’s being associated with the “Taxpayer Bill of 

Rights”. 

8. Treasurer’s Report – Ira Rosenberg presented the Balance sheet, P&L Budget vs. Actual 

and the Projected costs of the Conference. Conference is projected to lose between 

$3,000 and $3,500; attendance at the conference has been down over the past 3 years. 

Between the lobbyist, legal fees and conference losses we have had to offset by pulling 

from our reserves. Financially OrSEA is not performing well. 

9. Director’s Reports/Chapter Reports 
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a. North Directors—Rebecca McAllister/Eva Davis no report submitted (returned 

from DC fly-in) met with legislators, main points included tax reform, IRS 

reform.  

b. Central Directors—East – Cindy Petersen submitted a report (attached) 

West – Cletus Fernandez not present, submitted balance sheet and P&L 

(attached) Education is scheduled for June or August per Maria. 

c. South Directors—Madilyn Gaoiran/June Brock submitted a report (attached) 

The November class and meeting were canceled due to poor attendance. 

Meeting in May (at conference). 

d. At-Large Director—Carol Mulder nothing to report 

10. Committee Reports 

a. Membership—Maria Arbuckle submitted a report and membership list (attached) 

195 in membership which is up. 

b. Media/Public Relations—Cletus Fernandez not present no report submitted 

c. Scholarships/Awards—June Brock submitted a report (attached) Presidents 

award will be presented, June will discuss the qualifications for the Founders and 

Lifetime Achievement Awards at the general meeting. 

i. NTPI Scholarship for online course, a request was made regarding the 

use of the scholarship for the online course, discussion ensued. 

Consensus was that the scholarship should default to someone who is 

attending live, then to the online participant. 

d. Historian—Sue Bladorn submitted a report (attached) highlighted books and 

photos going back to 1990. 

e. Annual Conventions 

i. 2017— Ira Rosenberg – Portland everything on track. 

ii. 2018 – Kirkwood Donavin – Springfield facility is booked. 

iii. 2019 – Ashland – June Brock submitted a report (attached) contacted 

Ashland Springs and will go over with Ira. She does have other options 

depending on cost limitations. There was a discussion regarding moving 

the date of the conference. Caty suggested the 3rd week in June. 

f. Education Committee—June Brock submitted a report (attached) reviewed 

current education all is on track. Taking requests for speakers and topics. 
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g. Communications/Website Committee Report—Ira Rosenberg no report  

submitted 

h. Legislative Committee – Danial Stearns 

i. Sara Lara-Director of Low Income Tax Office - Portland is looking to 

form a partnership with OrSEA as potential volunteers, or references. 

Dan will obtain a copy of the power point and forward it via email. They 

handle all aspects of the tax code for lower income clients, W-2 issues 

and also preparer fraud.  Limited to less than 250% of poverty level max 

in most cases. Pro-bono work may be tailored to specific areas and do 

not mean it is an all or nothing (grant is limited to non fee referral).  

Contact for Sarah with Legal Aide Service sarah.lora@lasoregon.org. 

ii. Fly-in Day June 6th in Salem to meet with legislators, highlight Taxpayer 

Bill of Rights and EA issues. 

i. Ethics Violations – Marie Linders nothing to report 

j. Communications/Website – Ira Rosenberg no report submitted 

k. Government Relations  

i. IRS – Michael Davidson reported they are moving toward 

correspondence audits. Forum is scheduled for October 

ii. DOR – Cletus Fernandez not present no report submitted 

iii. Tax Board – Barbara Craven reported the Tax Board is changing their 

attitude toward the preparer’s exam. 

l. By Laws – Caty Giovinco no changes have been made or requested 

m. Nominating Committee – Marie Linders noted Maddy Gaoiran volunteered to 

be the incoming Vice President and Marie will be the incoming Co South 

Director 

n. Finance & Budget – Ira Rosenberg nothing more to report from Treasurer’s 

report 

o. Policies & Procedures – Sue Bladorn submitted a report along with the updated 

“Annual Conference” P&P (attached) 

p. Strategic Planning nothing to report 

11. President’s Report Kirk noted he will not be at the general meeting and Dan will be 

handling it. Peter Mar will be swearing in the new officers as there was no national 
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representative available. Was contacted by a company requesting a spot on our website 

similar to the arrangement we had with Gliem.  

12. New and/or Pending Business no new business was noted 

13. Good of the Order 

14. Adjourn Maddy moved that the meeting be adjourned; Dan seconded the motion passed 

without dissent. 

 

Motions:   1. Michael Davidson moved to accept the minutes as presented, Maddy Gaoiran 

seconded, the minutes passed without dissent. 

 

Action Items: 1. Dan will obtain a copy of the Legal Aide Service power point and forward it via 

email. 

 

 

 
 
























































